Association of plasma 5'-nucleotidase and alkaline phosphatase with production traits in chickens: effects of age and housing systems.
The housing system, age of pullets and their interaction had a significant effect on plasma 5'-nucleotidase and alkaline phosphatase activities. Activities were higher in birds in cages than in those on the floor, reflecting perhaps the stress of caging. Activities increased with age. Activities were higher in pullets selected for higher production. The type of housing had no effect on egg production, but age at first egg, egg weight and 40-week body weight were found to be affected significantly.